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THE UNRELENTING SUPPRESSION OF TRUTH

The arrest of whistle-blower Rodolfo “Jun” Lozada Jr. and the filing of 16 criminal and
civil cases against him and members of his family are blatant acts of harassment with the
object of suppressing the truth about the overpricing and bribery that altended the NBN-
ZTE deal. '

It1s highly ironic that while Mr. Lozada’s testimony is now being used against him, the
persons implicated in his testimony are stll immune from prosecution. No less than a
Cabinet member, former NEDA director general and now 888 president Romulo Neti,
testilied under oath that then COMELEC chairman Benjamin Abalos had offered him a
bribe in exchange for the facilitation of the approval of the NBN-ZTE contract. And vet,
the Ombudsman has vet to file any charges against Mr. Abalos.

The Makati Business Club joins former President Corazon Aquino and the Association of
Major Religious Superiors of the Philippines in expressing our full support for Mr. Lozada
and his fight against corruption. We remain hopetul that despite current setbacks Lo hold
erring officials accountable before the courts of law, there will come a time for these
ofticials to account and for truth to triumph in the end. We call on the Filipino people to
rerain vigilant against all efforts to use our justice system to intimidate whistle-blowers in
order to suppress the truth.
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